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This is a new patient. The patient is here for a 10-day history of cough, congestion, runny nose, nasal congestion, and decreased hearing. The patient has chest pain __________. No weakness but he has been having palpitations. The patient has no previous history of endocrine problems but he has not seen a doctor more than 13 years. On review of system, he has no dyspnea on exertion or palpitations. History of present illness, the patient has been healthy. His main concern prior to this was that of bulge on his left groin area. On physical exam, the patient has few wheezes and rhonchi scattered throughout the lungs. He hears a soft systolic murmur that is non-radiating. He has a history of left inguinal hernia. EKG shows there are no abnormalities and nonspecific ST-T wave changes. At this point, the patient is to be treated for acute and chronic bronchitis. He will be given antibiotics and albuterol. He has been referred to us for surgery for left inguinal repair. The patient needs to have an EKG and Holter prior to surgery. Spirometry shows an obstructive pattern. He needs a chest x-ray to rule out the presence of pneumonia.
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